
 
 

INTRODUCTION: The city of Ephesus was an urban city of the Roman Empire—a 

cosmopolitan city of various classes of people.  It was the location of the Temple of 

Diana—one of the seven wonders of the world.  It was a city that travelers often 

travelled through on their journeys.  The Church at Ephesus was a center for world 

evangelism during the ministry of the Apostle Paul. It was the only church to receive 

letters from two apostles—Paul and John.  

Jesus Christ holds seven stars in His hand, and these stars are the messengers (or 

pastors) of the seven churches. The churches are referred to as candlesticks and the 

pastors are referred to as the stars (Revelation 1:20). 

I Corinthians 13:1-2, “
1
 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have 

not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 
2
 And though I have the 

gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all 

faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.” 

I. THE LORD’S COMPLIMENT 

A. A CARING CHURCH (REVELATION 2:2-3) 

1. Works – A serving, working church (Works: er’-gon: business, 

employment, that which any one is occupied) 

2. Labor – (Labor:kop-ee-ah’-o: to grow weary, tired, exhausted) 

“The early Church was marked by missionary and evangelistic zeal as seen in the 

house-to-house witness for Christ, the missionary journeys of Paul, the fervent 

witness of men and women like Stephen, Philip, Ananias, Barnabas, Priscilla and 

Aquila.  The church at Ephesus was a veritable beehive of Holy Spirit directed 

activity.”  — Lehman Strauss, Commentary on Revelation 

“I care not where I go or how I live or what I endure so that I may save souls. When I 

sleep, I dream of them; when I awake, they are first in my thoughts.”— David Brainerd. 

3. Patience  

Galatians 6:9-10, “
9
 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall 

reap, if we faint not. 
10

 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all 

men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” 

B. A CONTENDING CHURCH (REVELATION 2:2, 6)  

Nicolaitans – rulers of the people (Similar to a papal hierarchy).  

The Corinthian church allowed evil; but this church did not accept every “apostle.” 

They tested them. 

I John 4:1, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of 

God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.” 

C. A CONSISTENT CHURCH (REVELATION 2:3) 

II. THE LORD’S CONCERN 

A. THEIR PASSION HAD LESSENED (REVELATION 2:4) 

Ephesians 1:15, “Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and 

love unto all the saints,” 

B. THEIR WITNESS HAD DIMINISHED (REVELATION 2:5) 

1. Lack of Love 

“In the midst of a generation screaming for answers, Christians are stuttering.” - 

Howard Hendricks. 

“A wife or husband may remain faithful and may give evidence of careful attention in 

matters pertaining to each other, and yet there may be a decline in first love. Similarly, a 

church member may be very regular in his attendance at the services, but no amount of 

activity, however intense, can compensate for a lack of love.” - Lehman Strauss 

2. Lessening of Service 

Matthew 24:12, “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.” 

“The heart of the problem is the problem of the heart.” – Paul Chappell 

III. THE LORD’S COUNSEL (REVELATION 2:5) 

A. REMEMBER  

Psalm 105:5, “Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; his wonders, and 

the judgments of his mouth;” 

Psalm 143:5, “I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy works; I muse on the 

work of thy hands.” 

B. REPENT  

II Corinthians 7:9-10, “
9
 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye 

sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might 

receive damage by us in nothing. 
10

 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation 

not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” 

C. RECEIVE (REVELATION 2:7) 

“The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from the Bible.” – D. L. Moody 

Psalm 51:12, “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free 

spirit.” 

“Remember Your 

  First Love” 

Revelation 2:1-5 


