
 

INTRODUCTION: When we speak about missions, we are speaking about local 

churches being obedient to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ in taking His 

Gospel throughout the world, reaching people of every race and language group, 

and establishing local churches that will produce believers who will do the same. 

Missions is the heartbeat of a holy and righteous God! 

 

Isaiah 45:22, “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am 

God, and there is none else.” 

 

I Timothy 2:4, “Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge 

of the truth.” 

 

II Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 

slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that 

all should come to repentance.” 

 

“The mission of the church is missions.”—Oswald J. Smith 

 

Acts 9:15, “But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto 

me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:” 

 

I. THE INESCAPABLE PRESSURE (ROMANS 9:1-3, 10:1)  

A. AT EPHESUS 

 

Acts 20:31, “Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I 

ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.” 

 

B. AT CORINTH 

 

I Corinthians 9:16, “For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for 

necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!” 

 

II Corinthians 5:14, “For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, 

that if one died for all, then were all dead:” 

 

C. AT THESSALONICA 

 

I Thessalonians 2:8-9, “
8
 So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to 

have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, 

because ye were dear unto us. 
9
 For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: 

for labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, 

we preached unto you the gospel of God.” 

 

Jeremiah 20:9, “Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in 

his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and 

I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.” 

 

John 9:4, “I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night 

cometh, when no man can work.” 

 

“I have seen, at different times, the smoke of a thousand villages—villages whose people 

are without Christ, without God, and without hope in this world.”— Robert Moffat 

 

II. THE INEXCUSABLE PROBLEM (ROMANS 10:14-15) 

A. THE SHROUDING OF THE MESSAGE (ROMANS 10:14, 15:20-21) 

 

“We talk of the Second Coming while half the world has never heard of the first.”—

Oswald J. Smith 

 

II Corinthians 4:3, “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:” 

 

B. THE SHUNNING OF THE MANDATE (ROMANS 10:14) 

 

Matthew 28:19-20, “
19

 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
20

 Teaching them to 

observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 

even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 

C. THE SHORTAGE OF MISSIONARIES (ROMANS 10:15) 

 

Matthew 9:37, “Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but 

the labourers are few;” 

 

“’Not called!’ did you say? ‘Not heard the call,’ I think you should say. Put your ear down 

to the Bible, and hear Him bid you go and pull sinners out of the fire of sin. Put your ear 

down to the burdened, agonized heart of humanity, and listen to its pitiful wail for help. 

Go stand by the gates of Hell, and hear the damned entreat you to go to their father’s 

house and bid their brothers and sisters and servants and masters not to come there. 

Then look Christ in the face—whose mercy you have professed to obey—and tell Him 

whether you will join heart and soul and body and circumstances in the march to publish 

His mercy to the world.”—William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army 

 

III. THE IRREVOCABLE PRIORITY (ROMANS 10:15) 

A. INVOLVEMENT 

B. INVESTMENT 

 

Philippians 4:14-18, “
14

 Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did 

communicate with my affliction. 
15

 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the 

beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated 

with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. 
16

 For even in Thessalonica 

ye sent once and again unto my necessity. 
17

 Not because I desire a gift: but I desire 

fruit that may abound to your account. 
18

 But I have all, and abound: I am full, 

having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a 

sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.” 
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