
 

I. THE MISSIONARY MANDATE (JONAH 1:1-3) 

 

Mark 16:15, “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 

gospel to every creature.” 

 

Habakkuk 2:14, “For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 

LORD, as the waters cover the sea.” 

 

A. JONAH'S DISOBEDIENCE WAS AT GREAT COST TO OTHERS 

 

Ezekiel 33:8, “When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if 

thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in 

his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.” 

 

B. JONAH'S DISOBEDIENCE WAS AT GREAT COST TO HIMSELF 

II. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE 

A. THE SUBSTITUTIONARY DEATH (JONAH 1:11-17) 

 

Matthew 12:40, “For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so 

shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” 

 

1. Jonah didn't jump overboard; they threw him overboard.  In the same 

way, you and I had a part in the crucifixion of Christ. It was our sin. 

2. Before they threw him overboard, they cast forth their wares. They 

thought they could just lighten the ship. Many people believe they do 

not need Jesus, they just need to get rid of some things in their lives. 

3. These men rowed hard to bring the ship to the shore. They labored, 

but all of their toil, their sweat, and their tears was not enough.  

4. The storm in the sea represents the judgment of God.  

5. Jonah was cast forth, and became their vicarious sacrifice.  

 

Colossians 1:20, “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to 

reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or 

things in heaven.” 

 

Titus 3:5, “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his 

mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;” 

 

B. THE SUPERNATURAL RESURRECTION (JONAH 2:10) 

 

Acts 26:8, “Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should 

raise the dead?” 

 

III. THE MISSIONARY MIRACLE (JONAH 3:1) 

1. Jeremiah saw the potter make a pot, and the pot was misformed; so 

the potter took that clay, and made another pot the second time.  

2. John Mark, set out to be a missionary, and he messed up so much that 

Paul wouldn't even take him back on the missionary journey, but 

Barnabas took him back again. Later on, Paul said about Mark, "Bring 

him with you, he's profitable unto me". – God gave a second chance.  

 

Jeremiah 18:7-8, “
7
 At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning 

a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; 
8
 If that nation, against 

whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought 

to do unto them.” 

 

Matthew 12:41, “The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, 

and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, 

a greater than Jonas is here.” 

 

Nineveh was one of the most wicked cities on the face of the earth. Jonah hated the 

Ninevites like many hate Isis in this generation. Nineveh was unspeakably immoral. 

When the army of the Ninevites would march, a little town would be in the path of 

that marching army, and the people in that town would sometimes commit suicide 

rather than to fall into the hands of the brutal Ninevites.  

 

IV. THE MISSIONARY MOTIVE (JONAH 4) 

 (1-3) While God loved the Ninevites, Jonah did not love the Ninevites. So, 

God now begins to do a little psychology on Jonah.  

 (Jonah 4:4-6) Nineveh has just repented; but Jonah was on the hillside, in a 

little booth, and a gourd vine comes up to air condition it. The sun is very 

hot in the Middle East, and Jonah now begins to look at that beautiful 

gourd vine and think how wonderful this is.  

 (Jonah 4:7-8) Now Jonah is so upset because his gourd vine has been eaten 

up by a worm, and the sun is beating on his head. 

 (Jonah 4:9-11) Jonah had his values all upside down. He was attached to 

the place where he lived, attached to his comfort, and all the while there 

was a city, destined for judgment. Yet Jonah was upset because God had 

pity on these people. Does Jonah sound like you today? 

 

When it comes to world-wide missions, where are your 

priorities in comparison to the comforts of your life? 
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