
 

 

Luke 19:10, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

 

John 20:21, “Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath 

sent me, even so send I you.” 

 

I. THE CONTEXT OF MISSIONS (ACTS 13:1) 

A. A LOCAL CHURCH (ACTS 13:1) 
 

A church is a local, called-out assembly of believers, belonging to the Lord. Antioch 

was a church that was established by the believers who were scattered from 

Jerusalem because of persecution.  This persecution started with a martyr by the 

name of Stephen (Acts 8:1-4, 11:19-21). 
 

Now something interesting happened at Antioch.  Not only were Jews getting saved, 

but Gentiles started being converted as well.  And the church at Jerusalem, which 

was an all Jewish congregation, became suspicious about that, so they sent a man 

named Barnabas to go and check it out (Acts 11:22-23). – Barnabas was thrilled! 
 

B. A LOVING CHURCH (ACTS 13:1, 2:46-47, 4:36, 11:26) 
 

Among these men is a man named Barnabas from the country of Cyprus, a man 

named Simeon who was a teacher and disciple-maker in the church, Lucius of 

Cyrene, which was in Northern Africa, or modern day Libya, Manaen, who had a 

Roman influence on his life.  This church was very multi-cultural. 
 

II. THE CALLING OF MISSIONARIES 

A. IN A SANCTIFIED TIME (ACTS 13:2) 
 

God’s calling happened “as” people were gathered together ministering to, and 

worshipping the Lord.   

 

I Peter 2:5, “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” 

 

B. IN A SACRIFICIAL TIME (ACTS 13:2) 

 

“The motto of every missionary, whether preacher, printer, or schoolmaster, ought to 

be ‘Devoted for life.’” — Adoniram Judson 

 

“If there be any one point in which the Christian church ought to keep its fervor at a 

white heat, it is concerning missions. If there be anything about which we cannot tolerate 

lukewarmness, it is in the matter of sending the Gospel to a dying world.” – Spurgeon 

 

Matthew 10:37-38, “
37

 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy 

of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 
38

 And 

he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.” 

 

C. IN A SPEAKING TIME (ACTS 13:2) 
 

God did not speak to the prayerless; He spoke to the praying.   
 

III. THE COMMENCEMENT OF MISSIONS (ACTS 13:3-4) 

A. MISSIONS BEGINS WITH PRAYER (ACTS 13:3) 

1. They fasted and prayed. 

2. They laid hands on them. 

B. MISSIONS BEGINS WITH PARTICIPATION (ACTS 13:3) 

 

Romans 10:13-15, “
13

 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 

saved. 
14

 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how 

shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear 

without a preacher? 
15

 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is 

written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and 

bring glad tidings of good things!” 

 

1. With Prayers 

 

“The history of missions is the history of answered prayer. From Pentecost to the 

Haystack meeting in New England and from the days when Robert Morrison landed 

in China to the martyrdom of John and Betty Stam, prayer has been the source of 

power and the secret of spiritual triumph.” – Paul Chappell 

 

2. With Support 

 

Philippians 4:17-18, “
17

 Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound 

to your account. 
18

 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of 

Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a 

sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.” 

 

“People talk of the sacrifice I have made in spending so much of my life in Africa. 

Can that be called a sacrifice which is simply acknowledging a great debt we owe to 

our God, which we can never repay? Is that a sacrifice which brings its own reward 

in healthful activity, the consciousness of doing good, peace of mind, and a bright 

hope of a glorious destiny? It is emphatically no sacrifice. Rather it is a privilege. 

Anxiety, sickness, suffering, danger, foregoing the common conveniences of this life—

these may make us pause, and cause the spirit to waver, and the soul to sink; but let 

this only be for a moment. All these are nothing compared with the glory which shall 

later be revealed in and through us. I never made a sacrifice. Of this we ought not to 

talk, when we remember the great sacrifice which He made who left His Father’s 

throne on high to give Himself for us.”—David Livingstone 


