
 
 

“Who Was Called Barren” 
I Timothy 1:2, “Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, 

from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

I Corinthians 4:15, “For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have 

ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.” 

I. BARREN – A WORD ASSOCIATED WITH THE WORD “MISERY” 

Proverbs 30:15-16, “The horseleach hath two daughters, crying, Give, give. 

There are three things that are never satisfied, yea, four things say not, It is 

enough:  The grave; and the barren womb; the earth that is not filled with water; 

and the fire that saith not, It is enough.” 

A. THERE IS A PRESENT MISERY INVOLVED IN BEING BARREN 

Psalm 127:3, “Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is 

his reward.” 

In comparison, when it comes to soul-winning, there is a present misery in being 

fruitless in your relationship with Christ.  Never winning a soul to Christ is unnatural. 

B. THERE IS A FUTURE MISERY INVOLVED IN BEING BARREN 

I Thessalonians 2:19, “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not 

even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?” 

II. CALLED – A WORD ASSOCIATED WITH THE WORD “MARKED” 

It was known that she was barren.  She was a marked woman. In Bible times, 

people believed that barrenness was a judgment sent from God for disobedience. 

Spiritually, a church that has stopped winning souls is called barren and cursed. 

A. WHEN YOU ARE CALLED BARREN THERE WILL BE FOOLISHNESS 

Sarah had Abraham take Hagar, her handmaid because she was barren. When 

Hagar had the child, she began to despise Sarah and Sarah regretted her decision.  

Ishmael was born and he was a wild man and his hand was against every man.  

When Sara was called barren, she began to look for another way to produce fruit.  

Like Sarah, when churches get to the point where they are barren in soul winning, 

they look for foolish ways to fill the house of God. 

B. WHEN YOU ARE CALLED BARREN THERE WILL BE FIGHTINGS 

Rachel and Leah were married to the same man, Jacob.  Leah was producing and 

Rachel wasn’t. When she saw that Leah was having children, she demanded that 

Jacob give children else she die.  

Genesis 31:2, “And Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel: and he said, Am I in 

God's stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the womb?” 

Most of the fighting that goes on in church is from people who never win souls. As 

we get our eyes off the things that matter, we get our eyes on the things that don’t. 

C. WHEN YOU ARE CALLED BARREN THERE WILL BE A FORFEITING 

Hannah had a husband named Elkanah and when they were married, he found her 

to be barren. So Elkanah found himself another wife.  

God wants to have spiritual children.  So when a church is barren, He will take his 

blessings and His presence from that church and move it to a church that is 

interested in giving Him spiritual children, by winning souls to Christ. 

III. WAS – A WORD ASSOCIATED WITH THE WORD “VICTORY” 

• God gave barren Sarah Isaac, the Promised Seed of Abraham. 

• God gave barren Rebekah Jacob, the Progenitor of the 12 tribes of Israel. 

• God gave barren Rachel Joseph, the Provider of Israel. 

• God gave the barren wife of Manoah Samson, the Protector of Israel. 

• God gave barren Hannah Samuel, the Prophet of Israel. 

• God gave barren Elisabeth John the Baptist, the Preparer of the way of Christ. 

A. HANNAH: IF YOU WANT SPIRITUAL FRUIT, YOU NEED TO BEG GOD 

B. REBEKAH: YOU NEED TO GET OTHERS TO PRAY FOR YOU 

Genesis 25:21, “And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren: 

and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived.” 

C. SARAH: IF YOU WANT TO BEAR FRUIT YOU CAN’T HAVE THE 

ATTITUDE THAT GOD’S METHOD DOESN’T WORK ANYMORE 

I Peter 3:6, “Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord:” 

There is only one place in the O.T. that records Sara calling Abraham “lord”. 

Genesis 18:12, “Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old 

shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” 

Sarah’s obedience in calling Abraham lord was obedience in having a physical 

relationship years after everything inside her said, “That way doesn’t work anymore.” 

Part 2 

Luke 1:30-37 


