
 

 

INTRODUCTION: We find Joseph after he had been sold by his brothers 

into slavery.  He is carried into Egypt on a caravan.  He is now a slave in the 

house of a man named Potiphar.  It is here that he is falsely accused of 

attempted rape and cast into prison.  

FIVE PRISON PRINCIPLES FOR PRACTICING THE PRESENCE OF GOD: 

I. DON’T DEMAND TO UNDERSTAND 

Proverbs 3:5-6, “
5

 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto 

thine own understanding. 
6

 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 

direct thy paths.” 

Isaiah 50:10-11, “
10

 Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth 

the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him 

trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God. 
11

 Behold, all ye that 

kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of 

your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine 

hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.” 

When you read God’s Word, you’ll find that many of God’s greatest 

servants were walking in darkness for much of their Christian lives. Job is a 

great case study to prove this point. 

Jesus said that there was not a greater than John the Baptist.  Herod took 

John and threw him into prison.  John got so despaired that he sent 

messengers to ask if Jesus was even who he said he was. 

Paul was perhaps the greatest Christian that ever lived.  He penned more 

Books of the Bible than anyone else, yet he wrote to the Corinthians and 

said, “We are perplexed (without understanding).” 

If you are in darkness, don’t demand to understand, but be content with the 

fact that God allowed it.  

Isaiah 55:8-9, “
8
 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 

my ways, saith the LORD. 
9
 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 

my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

II. DON’T FAIL TO BE FAITHFUL (GENESIS 39:21-23) 

Joseph has such a good attitude that he becomes the ideal servant in prison 

and is promoted to the top. In the next chapter we will find Joseph 

witnessing to the butler and baker, two pagans who needed God. Even 

when Joseph could not understand, he was not a fair weather Christian.   

III. DON’T BOW TO BITTERNESS (GENESIS 40:14-15) 

When Joseph explains his situation to the butler, he never makes mention of 

his brothers who sold him into slavery.  He never makes mention of 

Potiphar’s wife.  He simply leaves them with God. 

I Peter 2:20, “For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye 

shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it 

patiently, this is acceptable with God.” 

The true test of Christian character is not how you react when you are 

punished for doing wrong, but how you react when you are persecuted for 

doing right. 

IV. DON’T BE UNWILLING TO WAIT (GENESIS 40:23; 41:46) 

Joseph was cast into prison when he was about 20 years of age.  God gave 

him the dream when he was 17. Now Joseph is 30 years old and has spent a 

third of his life rotting away in prison. When things don’t seem to make 

sense, don’t get hasty, feverish and impatient.  

Psalm 37:5-9, “
5

 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he 

shall bring it to pass. 
6

 And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, 

and thy judgment as the noonday. 
7

 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for 

him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of 

the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 
8

 Cease from anger, and 

forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do evil. 
9

 For evildoers shall be 

cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.” 

I Peter 5:6, “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 

that he may exalt you in due time:” 

V. DON’T LET YOUR DREAMS DISSOLVE (GENESIS 41:38-44) 

 “Don’t doubt in the dark what God has shown you in the light.” – Adrian Rogers 

“When Nothing Seems to Make Sense” 

Genesis 39:20-23 


